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Ata GENERAL COURT bell at Boſton in New-England,. 
the 15th, of October 1679. 


His Court having peruſed the Reſult of the late 
Synod of Seps. 10, 1679, doc judge ir meet tos 
commend the ſame to the ſerious Conſideration 
a » of all the Churches and Pcople in this Jurisdi&i- 
, en; hereby injoyning and requiring all Perſons in their re- 
ſpeRtve capacitics, to a carctull and diligent Reformation of 
_ alithoſe proyoling evils mentioned therein, according tothe 
- true intent thereof, that ſo the anger and diſpleaſure-of God, 
+ which hath been many wayes manifeſted, may be ayerted 
* from this poor-people, and his favour and bleſſing obtained 
aS in former times; and for this end hath ordered the ſame ta- 
A he Pcinted, 


By the Conrt, Edward Rawſon Secr, 
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REFORMATION 


| With the Expediznts ſubſervient 


thereunto, 3fferted, 
in Anſwer to two 


OUVESTIFOMNS 


I. What are the Evil; that haves provoked the Lord to bring bis Fudg- 
ments on New- England ? 


Il. hat is to be dont that ſo theſe Evils may be Reformed? 
e greed upon by the 
ELDERS and «M1 ESSEN GERS 


Of the Churches «(ſembled in the 


SYNOD: 


eA:t Boſton im New-England,, a 
; Sept. 10, 1 6 7 9. Pt '» 


M4l.3.7., Even fromthe dayes of your Fathers yee are gone away from mine Ordi« 
nances, and have not kept them; Retura unto me and I will return unto youy,' 
ſaith the Lord of Het : but ye ſaid, Whereia {hall we return ? 


Rev. 2. 44%, Nevertheleſs I have ſ{mmrrhat againſt thee, becauſe thou haſt left thy 
firſt love, Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and Repent, 
and doe the firſt works; or elſe I will come unto thee quickly,and will remove 
thy Candleſtick out of his place, except thou Repent, 


—_— 
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TEFPPPGEVED B PPPPOGEDDBOVD 
# TO THE MUCH HONOURED 


General Court 


Of the MMaſſachuſets Colony now ſitting at Boſhon 3 Þ 
in NEW-ENGLAND 


Right Worſtipful, Worſbipful, and much honoured in our Lord Feſun ! 


HE Wayes of God towards this his P2ople, have in many reſpe&ts 
been like unto hisdealings with Iſrael of old : It was a great and 
' high undertaking of our Fathers, when they ventured themſelves 
and their little ones upen the rude waves of the vaſt Ocean, that 
fo they might follow the Lord into this Land; a parallel inflance 
not to be given,except that of our Father Abraham from Vr of the 
Chaldees, or that of his Sed from the land of Egypt; the Lord alone did lead them 
and there was no ſtrange God with them, In the wilderneſs have we dwelt in 
ſafety alone, being made the ſubjects of molt peculiar mercies and priviledges, 
The good will of him that dwelt in the buſh hath been upon the head of thoſe that 
were ſeparated from their Brethren : and the Lord hath (by turning a Wilders 
neſs into a fruitfulland ) brought us into a wealthy place; he hath planted a Vine, 
having caſt out the H-athen, prepared Room fos it, and cauſed it to take deep 
rooting, and to fill the land, which hath ſent out its boughs unto the Sea, and its 
branches to the River, If we ask of the dayes that are paſt, and look from the 
one {ide of heaven to the other, where can we find the like to this great thing 
which the Lord hath done ? Hjsglar.ting theſe heavens, and laying the foundati- 
ons of this earth,is(if any thing be) to be reckoned amongſt the wonderful works 
of God which this age hath ſeen, If we look abroad over the face of the whole 
earth, where ſhall we ſee a place or people brought to ſuch perfeCtion and conſt- 
derableneſs, in ſo ſhort a time # Our adyerſaryes themſelves being judges, it hath 
not been ſo with any of the outgoings ofthe Nations, We mu? then aſcribe all 
theſe things,as unto the grace and abundant goodneſs of the Lord our Cod, fo to 
his owning a religious deſign and intereſt; ſuch was New- Fxglands in its primi- 
tive conſtitution, Our Fathers neither ſought for, nor thought gf great things 
for themſelves, bnt did (e2k firſt the Kingdome of God, and his righteouſneſs, and 
all theſe things were add=( ro them. They came not into the wilderneſs to ſee 
a man cloathed in ſoft raiment, But that we have in too many reſpeQs, been 
forgetting the Ecrand upon which the Lord (eat us kither;all the wopld is m— 
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'And therefore we may-wot wonder that God hath changed the tenoar of his Dif- 
penſations towards us, turning to doe us hurt, and conſuming us after that he hath 
done us good. If we had continued to be as once we were, the Lord would have 
continued todoe for us, as once he did, This notwithſtanding,we muſt nat deny 
or diſowri what of God is remaining amongſt us. There is cauſe to fear that 
the ſame evils for which the Lord is contending with us, are to be found in other 
Reformed Churches,and perhaps ip an higher degree, then as yet with us; conſi- 
dering that theſe Churches doe ftill (through the grace of Chriſt) own both the 
faith and order of thz Goſpel, that was profeſſed in the dayes of our Fathers : and 
there are anumber of precious ſonls (a few names that have not defiled thejr 
garments with the fins of the times) we hope in every Congregation : only the 
preſent Generation in New-England,aso the body of it, in reſpect of the praftice 
and power of Godlineſs, is far thort ofthoſe whom God faw meet toimprove in 
laying the foundation of his Temple here : and our iniquityes admit of ſadder 
aggravations then can be aid of others, becauſe we fin againR greater light, and 
mears, and mercies then ever People (all circumſtances conſidered) have done; 
and therefore the -Lord is righteons in all the evil that bath befallen us. And it 
is high time for us to be earneſt, as to an impartial Scrutixy concerning the cauſes 
of his holy diſpleafure againſt us, together with the proper Remedyes or Scrip= 
ture expedients, for Reformation, that ſo the Lord, who hath ſaid, Return unto 
me,and Iwillretura unto you, may be at peace with us. Effayes reſpeCting 
this matter have not been altogether wanting, but hitherto ſucceſsleſs in a great 
degree, Wherefore, it hath pleaſed God ſo to diſpol*, as that your ſelves, who 
are the Honoured General Court of this Colony, have called upon all the Church- 
& therein, to ſend their Elders and Meflengers, that.they m'ght meet in form of 
a Synod, in order to a molt ſerious enquiry, into the queſtions hcre propounded 
'andanſwered, We cannot but hope this motion was of God, fince (after the 
Prayers ofhis Peopl@® have been ſolemnly and abundantly poured out before him 
that it might be ſo) evident To!:=ns of the Lords gracious Preſence in and with 
that Reverend Aſſembly, have been taken notice of ; eſpecially in that he was 
pleaſed ſo to enlighten the minds, and encline the hearts of his Servants, (the 
Meftengers and Repreſentatives ofthe Churches) as that there was an unanimity 
in their Votes and Determinations, and Ghat not only with reference to the An- 
ſwers unto thoſe Queſtions , but other things then diſcuſſed and.concluded on. 
There wasat firſt ſome agitation about the maſt? of a Regular Syod, by reaſon 
'thatſdmeof the Churches (notwithſt ;3nding their Elders defiring them to ſend 
other Meſſengers alſo) ſent their Elders alone, That which is expreſſed in the 
* Platform of Diſcipline, concerning this particular, was afſented unto, viz. that 
not only Elders, but other Meſſengers ought to be delegated by the Churches,and 
ſo to have their SuFrages in ſuch Aﬀlemblyes, A Principle which doth agree 
with the Primitive Pattern, Act.15.23, And with the praftice ef the Churches 
inthe ages next following the Apoſtles, as is evident from the writiags of Cyprian, 
and others of the Ancients. And the intere#{t of the People in ſuch Conventi- 
ons is a 4 aſſerted and evinced by our Fuel, Whitaker, Parker, and others a- 
gainſt Papiſts an@Prelates,who maintain that Zzicks(as they call them)are not fic 
matter fora Synod. This Debate being ifſued,it was put to Vote,whether the 
Afembly did approve of The Platform of Church Diſcipline;& both Elders & Bre- 
{reg did uuanimouſly lift up theis bands in the atfrmative, not one appearing 
when 


—” The Zpiflr Dedicatory. 


when the Vote ws propounded in the Negative, but it joyntly paſſed in theſe 
words, 
« A Synod of the Churches in the Colony of the Maſſachuſets, being called by 
« the honoured General Court to convene at Boſton,the 10,0f Sept. 1679,having 
«read and conſidered the-Platform of Church Diſcipline, agreed upon by the 
« Synod afſembled at Cambridge, Anno 1648. doe unanimcufly approye, of the 
« ſaid Platform, for the ſubſtance of it, defiring that the Churches maFeontinue 
.« ftedfaft in the order of the Goſpel, according to what is therein declared from 
« the Word of God, 8 

Now blefed be the God of our Fathers, that hath enclined our hearts to own 
that Cauſe and thoſe Truths, which they did with ſo much induſtry and faith- 
fulneſs gather from the Scriptures, and on the account whertof they were ſome- 
times vs 4 pay and Sufferers, being Exiles in this Wilderneſs, wherethe Lord 

was pleaſed to ſhew them the Pattern of his Houſe, and all the forms thereof;and 
we know not what Temptations (for there is an hour of Temptation coming up- 
en all the world) we may yet meet with; wherefore, the obmining of the Vote 
mentioned (had there been nothing elſe done) was well worth opr coming to- 
gether. But beſides that, ſeveral dayes were ſpent, in diſcourſing upon the Que- 
ſions herewith preſente '; when every Member of the Sywod had full liberty to 
expreſs himſelf : after which, ſome were choſen, tedraw up what did appear to 
be the mind of the Aſſembly, and the mind of Chriſt, in whoſe name we came 
together, and conſidered of this matter, The Return made by thoſe who had 
beerrappointed unto that Service, was read once and again, each Paragraph being. 
duely and diſtinCtly weighed in the ballance of the SanEtuary, and then, upon 
mature delib-ration, the whole unanimouſly voted, as to the ſubſtance, end, and . 
cope thereof. The things here infilted on, have (at leaſt many of them) been 
oftentimes mentioned and inculcated by thoſe whom the Lord hath ſet as Watch- 
men to the houſe of Iſrael, though alas ! not with that ſaceeſs which their Souls 
hare defired. It is not a ſmall matter, nor ought it to ſeem little in our eyes, that 
the Churches hare in this way confeſſed and declared the Truth, which coming 
from a Synod as their joint concurring Teſtimony, will carry more Authority with 
it, then if one m2n only, or many in their ſingle capacitves,ſhould ſpeak the ſame 
things, And undoubtedly,the iſſue of this undertaking will be moſt fhgnal,cither as 
to mercy, or miſery, If New-England remember whence ſhe is fallen, and doe 
the firſt works, there is reaſon to hope that it ſhall be better with us then at our 
heginnings, But if this, after allother means in and by which the Lord' 
bath been ſtriving to reclaim us, ſhall be Yeſpiſed, oF become ineffeftval, we may 
dread what is like to follow, It is a ſolemn thought, that the Jewiſh Church 
had (as the Churches in New-England have this day} an opportunity to Reform 
(it they would) in Jofiah's time, but becauſe they kad ne heart unto it, the Lord 
quickly removed them out of his fight, What God out of his Soveraignty may 
doe for us, no man can ſay, but according to his wonted diſpenſations, we are a 
periſhing People, if now we FReformnot, 

Now the Lord help you his Servants, under whoſe inflience, and by whoſe 
encouragement,this Synod hath convened,to promote this matter, both by your 
Recommendation of theſe Concluſions unto the Churches, for their cenfideratiog 
and acceptance in the Lord, and otherwiſe according to your refpeCtive Relati- 
ofis and Capacities : the Lord ſtrengthen your hearts and hands therein; for 

ach doth depend oootihour Courage, Prudence, Zeal and Activity, We doe 


| "M1 Epiſtle Drareatory, 
not read in the Scripture, nor in Hiſtory, ofany notable general Reformation as 
mong a Pecple, except the Magiſtrate did help forward the work, Haggai's 


- and Zachary's Sermons, would never have built the Temple, if Zerubbabel and- 


A-Srealtiel (godly Magiſtrates) had not improved their authority for that end, Za- 
C ther, Calvin, Zuingliz, and other Reformers, would have laboured in vain, had 
not the Princes and Senators amongſt whom they lived, promoted the intereſt 
of Reformation, Nor was it ever known, that the civil Xnthority in any place, 
did their utmoſt towards the ſuppreſſion of growing Evils, but there was (at 
leaſtyhle for the preſent) ſome good effe@ thereof, Theſe things are there- 
fore commended to your moſt ſerious Conſideration; It is (under God) by you 
that we enjoy great quietneſs, The good Lord continue the preſent Govern= 
ment, and Governours, under whoſe ſhadow (as ſometimes the Remnant of Ju- 
dah under Gedaliah) we have ſat with great delight; and grant that every one 
(both Leaders and People) in their proper place and order, may up and be deing, 
and that the Lord our God may be with us, as he was with our Fathers, 

Now be firong, O Zerubbabel, be ſtrong, O Joſhuah, and be ſtrong all ye peo- 
ple of the land, faith the Lord, and work, for Iam with you; according to the 
word that I covgnanted with you, when ye came out of Egypt; {6 my Spirit r&x 
maineth amongſt you; Fear ye not. : 
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QUEST. 1. 


Hat are the Evils that have provoked the Lord 
to bring his Judgemerts on New England ? 


Anſvv. That ſometimes God hath had, anJ 
pleaded a Controverſy with his Peop'e, is clege 
| from the Scripture, Hoſ.4. r. and 12.2. Mic 61,2, Where God 
| doth plainly an4 fully propoſe, ſtate and plead his Controverſy, m 
| all the parts an1 Cauſes of it, whereia he duth juſtifie himſelf, by 
| the Declaration of his own infinite Mercy, Grace, Goodneſs, Juſtice, 
| Righteouſneſs, Truth and Faithfulneſs, in all his proceedings with 
them; AnJ1 juJg? his People, charging them with all thoſe pro- 
i voking Evils which had been the cauſes of that Controverſy, and that 
| with the moſt high, an1 heavy aggravation of their Sins, and exag- 
geration of the guilt an1 FR whence he ſhould have been 
1 moſt juſt in pleading out his Controverſy with them, un:o the utmoſt 

extremity of Juſtice and Judgement. 

That God hath a Controverſy with his New-England People is 
undeniadle, the Lord having written his diſpleaſure in diſmal Chas» 
{4 raters againſt us. Though Perſonal AMHiftions doe oftentimes 
come only or chiefly for Probation, yet as to publick Judgements it 
is not wont to beſo, eſpecially when by a continued Series of Pro. 
vilence, the Lord doth appear an1 plea1 againſt his People. 2 Sam. 
21.1. As with us it hath been from year to year, Would the 
Lord have whetted his glitterring Sword, anJ1 his hand have taken 
hold on Julgement> Would he have ſeat ſuch a mortal Contagion 
lixe a Beeſom of Dzſtrudvion in the midſt ofus ? Would he have 
Bid, Sword ! goe through the Land, and cut off man and Beaſt ? 

v | "— Q 
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Or would he have kindled fuch devouring Fires, and made ſuch 
fearfull Defolations in the Earth, if he had not been angry ? It is 
not for nothing that the merciful God, who coth not willingly affli& 
nor grieve the Children of men, hath done all theſe things unto us; 
yea and ſometimes with a Cloud hath covered himſelf, that our 
Prayer ſhould not paſs through, And although tis poſſible thar 
the Lord may Contend with us partly on the account of ſecret unob- 
ſerved Sins, Joſh.7. 11,12. 2 King. 17-9. Pſal.g90.8. In which re- 
fped, a deep and moft ſerious enquiry into the Cauſes of his Con- 
troverſy ought to be attended. Nevertheleſs, it is ſadly cvident 

That there are viſible, manifeſt Evils, which without doubt the Lord 

is provoked by, For, oE - 

* IT. Therc isa great and viſible decay of the power of Godlineſs 
amongſt many Profeffors in thele Churches. It may be feared,that 
there is in too many ſpiritual and heart Apoſtacy from God, whence 
Communion with him in the wayes of his Worſhip, eſpecially in Se- 
eret, is much negle&ed, and. whereby men ceaſe to know and fear, 
end love and truſt in him; but take up their contentment and fatiſta- 
tion in ſomething elſe. This was the ground and bottom of the 
Lords Controverly with his People of old. Pal. 58.8,37. & 81.1r. 
Jer. 2. 5,11,13- And With his People under the New Teſtament 
alſo. Rev.2:4.5- : 

JT. The Pride that doth abound in New-England teſtifies againſt 
us. Hoſ. 5.5. Ezek.7.1c. Both ſpiritual Pride, Zeph.3-11. Whence 
two great Evils and Pruvocations have proceeded and prevailed a- 

monglt us. 

1. A refuſing to ſubjett to Order according to divine appoint- 
ment, Numb. 16.3. 1 Pet.5.5- 

. 2. Contention. Prov. 13.10. An cvil that is moſt eminently a- 
Sainſt the ſolemn Charge of the Lord Jeſus, Joh. 13.3435. And 
+ that for which God hath by ſevere Judgements puniſhed his People, 
both in former and latter Ages. This Malady hath been very pe- 
neral in the Country: we have therefore cauſe to fear that 
the Wolves which God in his holy Providence hath let looſe upon 
us, have been fent to chaſtiſe his Sheep for their dividings and firay- 
ings one from another; and that the Warrs and Fightings, which 
bave procceded from the Luft of Pride in ſpecial, have been puniſhed 
"ep the Sword, Jam. 4+ 1. Job. 19.29. 

ea, andPride in reſpet of Apparel hath greatly abcunded. 
, Ser-' 
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Ser7ants, and the poorer fort of People are notoriouſly guilty in this 
r.iatter, who (too generally) goe above their eſtates and degrees, 
thereby tran{greſhng the Laws both of God and man, Math. 4.8. 
Yea, it is a Sin that even the light of nature, and Laws of civil Nati- 
ons have condemned. t Cor, 1* 14. Alfo, many, nor of the mean- 
er ſort, have offended God by ſtrang2 Apparel, not becoming ſerious 
Chriſtians, eſpecially in chele dayes of atfiion and miſery, . whereia 
tlie Lord calls upon men to put off their Ornaments, Ex0d.3 3.5. 
Jer 4430+ A Sin which brings Wrath upon the greateſt that ſhall 
be found guilty of it,Zeph.1.8. with Jer. 52.13- Particularly, the 
Lord hath threatned to viſit with Sword and Sickneſs, an4 withfloath- 
ſome diſeaſes for this very Sin. 1fa. 3. 16. , _ 


TIT. Tnaſmuch as it was ina more peculiar manner with reſpeft 
to the ſecond Commandment, that our Fathers did follow the Lord 
into this wilderneſs, whilſt it was a land not foxn, we may fear that 
_ the breaches of that Commandment are ſume part of the Lords Con- 

troverſy with New-England. Church Fellowſhip, and other divine 
Inftieutions are greatly neglefted. Many oi the Riſing Generation 
are not mindfull ofthat which their Baptiſm doth engage them unto, 
viz. to uſe utmoſt endeavours that they may be fit for, and ſo par- 
take in, all the holy Ordinances of the Lord Jeſus Ma:.2% 20. There 
arc too many that with profane Eſau flight ſpiritual priviledges. 
Nor is there {o much of Diſcipline, extended towards the Children 
of the Covenant, as we are generally agreed ought to be done. On 
the other hand, humane Inventions, and Will-worfhip have been ſet 
up even in Jeruſalem. Men have ſet up their Threſholds by Gods 
Threſhold, and their Poſts by his Poſt. Quakers are falſe Wor- 
ſhippers: and ſuch Anabaptiſts as have riſen up amongſt us, in op- 
po{ition to the Churches of the Lord Jeſus, receiving into their Soci- 
ety thoſe that have been for ſcandal delivered unto Satan, yea, and 
improving thoſe as Adminiſtrators of holy Things, who have been 
(as doth appear) 7«ſt/y under Church Cenfſures, do no better then 
ſetup an Alcar againſt the Lords Altar, Wherefore it muſt needs 
be provoking to God, if theſe things be not duly and fully teſtified 
againſt, by every one intheir ſeveral Capacityes reſpe&ively. Joſh. 
22,19. 2King. 23.13, Ezek.43.8. Pſal. 09.5- Hof. 11.6, 


1117. The Holy and glorious Name of GoJ hath been polluted 
and profancd amongſt us, More eſpecially, 
* BZ 1+ By 


ras 


C084) 
1 By Oathes, and Imprecations in ordinaryDiſcourſe; Yea» 
and it is too common a thing for men in a more ſolemn way to Swear 
unneceſſary Oaths3z whenas it is a breach of the third Command- 


.ment, ſo to uſe the blefſed Name of Ged. ' And many ( if not the 


moſt ) of thoſe that ſwear, eonfider not the Rule of an Oath, Jer.4. 
2+ So that we may juſtly fear that becduſe of ſwearing the Land 
mourns,7er.2 3.10. 

2. There is great profaneſs, in reſpett of irreverent behaviour in 
the ſolemn Worſhip of God. It is a frequent thing for men(though 
pot neceſſitated thereunto by any infirmity ) to fir in prayer time, 
andfame with their heads almoſt covered, and to give way to their 
ewnBBth and ſleepineſs, when they ſhould be ferving God with at- 
teption and intention, ander the ſolemn diſpenſation of his Ordinan- 
es. We read but of one man in the Scripture that ſlept at a Ser- 
mon, an{ that fin had like to have coft him his lite, Ae. 20.9. 


V. There is much Sabbath-breaking , Since there are multitudes 
that do profancly abſent themſelyes or theirs from the publick wor- 


+ 'hip of God, on his Holy day, eſpecially in the moſt populous places 


of the Land , and many under pretence of differing apprehenſions 
about the beginning of the Sabbath, do not keep a ſeventh part of 
Time Holy unto the Lord, as the fourth Commandment requireth. 
Walking abroad, and Travelling. (not meerly on the account of 
worſhipping God in the ſolemn Afſembiyes of his people, orto at- 
tend works of n-ceſlity or mercy ) being a common prattice on the 
Sabbath day,which is contrary unto that Reſt en;oyned by the Com- 
mandment. Yea, ſome that attend their particular fervile callings 
and employments after the Sabbath is begun, or before it ise "ded. 
Worldly, unſuitable diſcourſes are very common upon the Lords 
day, contrary to the Scripture which requireth that men ſhould not 
on Holy Times find their own pleaſure, nor ſpeak their own words, 
Wai 58.13. Many that do not take care fo to diſpatch their worldly 
bulineſſes, that they may be free & fic for the duryes of the Sabbath, 
and that do ( ifnot wholly neglett ) after a carclefs, heartleſs man- 
ner perform the dutyes that concern the ſandification ofthe Sabbath, 
This brings wrath, Fires, and other Judgements upona proleſſing 
Pcople, Neh.13.17,18, Jer, 19-27. 


1 | 
VI. - As what concerns Familyes anJ the Goverment rp 
tncre 


* 


(s 


there is much amiſs. There are many Familyes that' Coe not pray 
to God conſtantly morning ard eieningy and many more whercin 
the Scriptures are not Caily read, that fo the word of Chriſt might 
dwell richly with them. Some (and too many) Houſes that are tull 
of Ignorance and Profanefs, and theſe not Cuely inſpected; for which 
caule Wrath may ccme upon others round about them, as well as 
upon themſelies. Joſh. 22. 20. Jer. 5.7. & 10. 25. Ard many Houſ- 
holders who profeſs Religion,c oc not caule all that are wirhin their 
gares.to become ſubje&t unto good order as ought to be. Ex:20 10. 
Nay,children &Servants that are not kept in due ſubjeftion; theirMa« 
ſters, and Parents efpecialy, being ſinfully indulgent towards them, 
This is a fin which brings great Judgements, as we ſee in Es and 
Davic*s Family, In this reſpe&, C briſtians in this Land, hate. be- 
come tco like unto the Incians, and then we need not wender*if 
theLord hath affifted us by them. Sometimes a Sin is Giſcerned 
by the Inſtrument that Providence doth puniſh with. Moſt of the 
Evils that abound amongſt us, proceed {rom defetts as to Family Go» 
vernment. 


VIT. Inordinate Paſſions. Sinfull Heats and Hatreds, and that** 
amongſt Church Members themſelves, who abound with evil Surmi- 
fings, uncharitable and unrighteous Cenſures, Back-bitings, hearing 
and telling Tales, few that remember and duely obſerve the Rule, 
with an angry countenance to drive away the Tale-bearer : Re- 
proachfull and reviling Expreſſions, fometimes to or of one another. 
Hence I aw ſuits are frequent, Brother going to Law with Brother, 
and provoking and abuſing one another in publick Courts of Judica- 
ture, to the Scancal of their holy Pro'eflion, Ifa. 58 4. 1 Cor 6 5,7. 
And in managing the Diſcipline of Chriſt, ſome (and too many) are 
acted by their Paſſions E Prejudices more then dy a ſpirit of Love & 
Faithſulneſs towards their Brothers Seul, which things are, as againſt 
the Law of Chriſt, ſo dreactull violations of the Ciuurch Covenant, 


made in the preſcnce of God. 


VIII. There is much Intemperance. That heatheniſh and 1do- 
latrous practice of Healeh-drinking is too frequent. That ſhame» 
full iniquity of finfull Drinking is become too general a Provocation. 
Dayes of Training, and other publick Solemnityes, have been abuſed 
12 this reſpe&t: Andnot only Engliſh but Indians have heen de» 
bayched » by thoſe that call themſelves Chriftians, who have put their 
i" B 3 bottles 
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bottles to them, and made them drunk alſo, This is a crying Sin; 
and the more aggravatelinchat the firſt Planters of this Colony did 
(as isin the Parcnt expreſſed) come into this Land with. a defign to 
Convert the Heathen unto Chriſt, but if inſtead of that, they be 
taught Wicke:nefs, which before they were never guilty of , the 
Lord may well puniſh us by them. Moreover, the Sword, Sickneſs, 
Poverty, and almoſt all the Judgements which have been upon New- 
England; ate me 1tioned in the Scripture as the wofull frui of That 
Sw. I:5.11,12-. & 28.1,2.& 56.9,12, Prov. 23.2129, 30. & 
21-17; Hof.7.5. & 2.8 9. Thereare more Temptations and occa- 
ro T har Sin, publickly allowed of, then any neceſlity doth 


requirg the proper End of Taverns, &c. being for the entertainment 
\ of gers, which ifthey were improved to that end only, a far lefs 
number would ſuffice: But it is a common prattice for Town- 
dwellers, yea and Church-members , to frequent publick Houſes, 
an] there to miipen41 precious Time, unto the diſhonour of the Gol 
pel, and the ſcandalizing of others, who are by ſuch examples indy- 
ce] to fin againſt God. In which reſpe&, for Church members to 

4, be unneceſſarily in ſuch Houſes, is finfull, ſcandalous, and provoking 

7 to God. 1 Cor.8.9 19. Rom. 14 21 Mith 17.27: & 18.7. 

And there are other hainous breaches of the ſeventh Command- 
ment. Temptations thereunto are become too common, viz. ſuch 
as immodeſt Apparel, Prov.7.10 Laying out of bair, Borders, na- 
ked Necks and Arms, or, which is more abominable, naked Breaſts, 
and mixe]Dancings, light behaviour anJ expreſſions, ſinful Com- 
pany-keeping wich light and vain perſons, unlawfull Gaming ; 
an abunJance of ldlenefs , which brought ruinating Judgement upon 
Sodom, and much more upon Jerulalem. Ezek. 16.49. and doth 
ſorely threaten New-England, unleſs effettual Remedyes be through: 


N ly and timouſly applyed. 


«. 
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TX. 'There is much want of Truth amongſt men. Promiſe- 

\ breaking is a common fin, for which New-Englatid doth hear ill a- 
broad in the world. And the Lord hath threatned for that tranſgre- 
ſon to give his People into the hands of their Enemies,and that their 
dead bodyes ſhould be for meat unto the Fowls of heaven , and to 
the Beaſts of the earth; - which zudgements have been verified upon 

us. Jer,34.18, 20. And falſe Reports have been too common, yea, 
walking with ſlanders and Reproaches, and that ſometimes againſt 
the molt faithfull and eminent Servants of God, The Lord isnot 
EL wont 
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worit to ſuffer ſuch Iniquity to paſs unpuniſhed. Jer.9-4,5. Numbz 
16, 1, | 


X. Inordinate afſe&ion to the world. Idolatry is a God pro- 
voking, Judgement-procuring fin, And Coverouſnels is Idolatry, 
Eph. 5-5. There hath been in many profeſſors an inſatiabledefire af- 
ter Land, and worldly Accommodations, yea, fo —__ 
Churches and Ordinances, and to live like Heathen, only that ſo they 
migh t have Elbow-room enough in the world. Farms and merchan- 
Cifing have been preferred before the things of God. In thigreſpett, 
the Intereſt of New England ſeemeth to be changed, "differ 
from other out-goings of our Nation, in that it was not any worldly 
conſideration that brought our Fathers into this wildernets, but Reli- 
gion,cven that ſo they might build a Sanftuary unto the LordsName; 
Whenas now, Religion is made fubſervient unto worldly Intereſts. 
Such iniquity cauſeth War to be in the Gates, and Cityes to be burnt; 


' up. Judg $.5. Math. 22. 5,7. Wherefore, we cannot but folemnl 


bear witneſs againſt that prattice of fetling Plantations without any® 
Miniſtry amongſt them, which i to prefcr the world before the Gof- 

pel. When Lot did forſake the Land of Canaan, and the Church 

which was in Abrahams Family, that fo he might have better world- 

ly Accommodations in Sodom, God fired him out of all, and he was 
conſtrained to leave his goodiy paſtures, which his heart ( though 

otherwiſe a good man ) was too much ſet upon. Moreover, tbat 

many are under the prevailing power of the fin of worlelineſs is evi- 

dent, 

1- From that oppreſſion which the Land groaneth uncer. There 
are ſome Traders, who fell their goods at exceit,ve Rates, Day- 
Labourers and Mechanicks are unreaſonable int heir demands; Yea, 
there aſe thoſe that have dealt deceitfully and oppreſlively 


towar Heathen amongſt whom we live, whereby they have 
been ſcaMealized and prejudiced againſt the Name of Chriſt. The 
Scripture doth frequently threaten Judgments ſor the fin of opprefli- 
on, and in ſpecial the oppreſſing Sword cometh as a juſt puniſhmeng 
for that evil, Ezck.7.11. and 22.15. Prov.28.8. Iai.5.7- 

2. It isalſo evident, that men are under the prevailing power of 
a worldly Spirit, by their ſtrait-handecnefs, as to publick concern- 
ments, God by a continued ſeries of providence, for many years 
oneaftc. another, hath been blaſting the fruits of the Earth, in a great 
neaſurc 3 and this year more abuudanzly; Now if eras the 

F- n rig- 


| plealant Lan1 deſpiſed, Pfal. 106.24, Though the 


CS» 
Scriptures, we ſhall find, that when the Lord hath been provoked ts 
deſtroy the fruits of the Earth, either by noxious Creatures, dr by 
his own imme liafe hand inb'aftings or droughts, or exceſſiie Rains, 
( all which ju1gments we have had experience of ) it hath been moſt« 
ly for this ta of Rrait-handednets with reference unto publick and 
pious concerns, Hag-1.9. Mal.3.8,9,i:. As when peoples hearts 


an1 hands are enlarged upon theſe Accounts, God hath promiſed, 
( anJis went by his faithful providence to do accordingly ) to bleſs 
with outward plenty and profperity,Prov,3-9. 10.Mal.z. 10 1 Cor.g, 
6, $,19#2 Chron 31.10. So on the other hand, when men withhold 


more Men is meet, the Lord ſends impoveriſhing judgments upon 
thggFrov.t i 124, 

Xl, Thore hath been oppoſition unto the work of Refor- 
mation, Although the Lord hath been calling upon us, not 
, only by the voice of his Servants, but by awfull judgments, that we 


anding all the good Laws that are eſtabliſhed for the ſuppreſſion of 


= growing evils, yet men will nt return every one from his evil way. 


1 here hath been great ineorrigiblenels under leſſer judgments , Sin 
and fin -ers have many Advocates, They that have been zcalousin 
bearing witneſs againſt the fins of the Times, have been reproached, 
and other wayes diſcouraged ; which argueth an heart unwilling to 
Reform. Hence the Lords Cortroverfy is not yet done,but his hand 
15 ſtretched out ſtill, Lev. 26.23,24. Iſai y. 12,13. 

X/1. A publick Spirit is greatly wanting in the moſt of men. Few 
that are of Nehemiah's Spirit, Neh.5.i5. All ſeek their own, not the 
things which are Jeſus Chriſts ; Serving themſelves upon Chrift, and 
his holy Ordinagces. Matters appertaining to the Kingdome of 
Gol, are either not at all regarded, or not in the firlt plagg., Hence 
Schools of learning an1 other publick concerns are in a Mui: 
ſtate, Hence alfo are unreaſonable complaints and murmutings be- 
cauſe of publick charges, which is a great fin , anda privateſelf- 
ſeeking Spirit, is one ot thoſe evils that renlers the laſt Times peril» 
lous, 2 Tim. 3; 1. 


X111. There are fins againtt the Goſpel, whereby the Lord hath 
deca provoked. Chriſt is not prized anJ Rar wee r Sn oz 
and Ordi as ought ro. be. Manna hath been loathed, the 
Ces an raigances ug Goſpel ith. 


”, 


ould return unto him, who hath been ſmiting us; and notwith- * 


| 
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Fenant of grace call upen men to repent, ya; there are multitudes 
that refuſe to Repent, when the Lord doth vouchfafe them time and 
means. No fins provoke theLord more then Imp@itency-& unbelicf 
Jer.8.6. Zech.y, ie, 12, 13.Heb. 3. 17, 18.Rev.3. 271, 22. There 
is great unfruitfulnefs under the means of grace, and that brings the 
,- moſt deſolating Judgements. lſai.5.4,5. Math.g-10. and 21.43. 


Finally ; there are ſeveral conſiderations, which ſeem to Evidence, 
that the Evils mentioned are the matters of the Lords Controverſy. 

t. In that (though not as to all) as to moſt of them they are ſins 
which many are guilty of, '£ 

2. Sins which have been acknowledged before the Lord ofi dayes 
of Humiliation appointed by Authority, and yet nut Reformed 

3. Many of them not puniſhed (and ſome of them not a_ 
by men, therefore the Lord himſelf doth puniſh for them. 
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QUEST, 11. 


Hat is to be done that fo theſe Evils may be Re- 
formed. 

" Anſw. I. It would tend much to promote 
the Intereſt of Reformation, if all that are in 


place above others, do as to themſelves and Familyes, 
b:gome every way exemplary, Moſes being to Reform others be- 
gan with what concerned hinxelf and his. People are apt to follow 
the example of thoſe that are above them, 2 Chron. 12. 1..Gal. 2.14 
Ifthen, there be a divided heart,or any other of the Sins of the times, 
found in any degree among thoſe (or any of them) that are Leaders, 
either as to Civil or Eccleſiaſtical Order, Reformation there would 
haye a great and happy influence upon many. 


: 17I. Toaſmuch as the preſent ſtanding Generation. (both as to 
Leaders and People) is for the Tt part another Geneoecien. chun 
'” wnat 


( 1@ ) 
what was in New waging fourty years agoe, for us to decfare our 
adherence unto the Faith and order of the Goſpel, according to what 
is from the Scripture.expreſſed in the Platform of Difcipline, may be 
likewift a good megns both to recover thoſe that have erred frcm 
the Truth, and to prevent Apoſlacy for the future. 

I11. It is requiſite that perſons be not admitted unto Communion 
in the Lords Supper without making a perſonal and publick profeſ- 
fion of their Faith and Repentance, cither orally, or in ſore other. 
way, fe; as ſhall be to the juſt ſatiſfſaQion of the Church; and that 
therefgre both Elders and Churches be ducly watchfull and circum- 
{pc in this matter. 1Cor, 11.28,29, A@-.2.4 1,42. Ezck.44.7, $,9. 

11H.” Th order to Reformation, itis neceſſary that the Diſcipline 
of Chrit in the power of it ſhould be upheld in the Churct es. It is 
xFident from Chriſts Epiſtles to the Churches in the lefler Ala, that 
evils and degeneracy then prevailing amongſt Chriſtians, pro- 
4 cceded chiefly from the neglett of Diſcipline. It is a known and true 
*@bſcrvation, that remilſsneſs in the exerciſe of Dilcipline, was at- 
F#nded with corruption of manners, and that did provoke the Lord 
-—to give men up to ftrong deluſions in matters of Fairh. Diſcipline is 
Chriſts Ordinance, both for the prevention of Apoſtacy in Churches 
and rorecover them when collapfed. And theſe New Engliſh Church- 
cs, arc under peculiar engagements to be faithfull unto Chrit , and 
unto his Truth in this matter, by virtue of the Church Covenant, as 
alſo in that the management of Diſcipline according to the Scrip- 
tures, was the ſpecial deſign of obr Fathers in coming into this wil- 
dernefs, The degeneraty of the Riſing Generation ({o much com- 
plained of ) is ina great meaſure to be attributed uvto neglects of this 
nature. 1t all Church duty in theſe reſpedts, were faithfully and dil- 
tipently attended , not only towards Parents, but alfo rowards the 
Children of the Church, according tothe Rules of Chriſt , we may 
hope that the funik and dying intereſt of Religion, will be revived,and 
a world of fin prevented for the future; and that Diſputes reſpe&ting 
phe SubjeR of Baptiſm, would be comfortably iſſued. 

V. Itisrequifite that utmoſt endeavours ſhould be ufed, in order 
to 2 full ſupply of Officers in the Churches, according to Chriſts In- 
Kitotion. e defect of theſe Churches on this account is very la- 
mentable, there being in moſt of the Churches only one Teaching 
Officer, for the burden of the whole Congregation to lye upon, 
TheLord Chriſt would not have inftiruted Paſtors, Teachers, Ruling 

. Etders (nor the Apoſtles have ordained Elders in every Church) Aa, 
EL I AE INE a. 
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24:23. Tit.r.y.) if he had{nat ſeen there was heed of them for the 
good of his People; and therefore for men to-think they can do well 
caough without them, is both to break the ſecond Commandment, 
and to refle& upon the wiſdome of Chrif | be did appoint unne- 
«eſſary Officers in his Church. ExperienteHath evirced, that per- 
ſonal inftru&ion and Diſcipline, hath been an happy mgans to Reform 
degenerated Congregations, yea, and owned by the Igrd for the con- 
verſion of many Souls : but where there are great Congregations, it 
is impoſſible for one man, belides his labours in publigk, fully to at- 
tend theſe other thipgs of great importance; andneceſſary to be 
done in order to an cfſeQual Reformation of Famylyes and Con- 
gre gations, 
VI. It i incumbent on the Magiſtrate, to take'e? t theſe 
Officers have due encouragement, and maintenance affordeFgthem* 
It is high injuſtice and oppreſſion, yea, a Sinthat cryes in the $ 
cars for judgement, when wages is witheld from faithſull and Gili- 
gent Labourers. Jam-5 4. Andifit be fo as to thoſe that labour 
bout carnal things, much more as to thoſe that labour day & di 
about the ſpiritual and cternal welfareof Souls, 1 Cor.9. 1 1,14; 
And the Scripture is expreſs, that not only Mcmbers. of Churche 
but all that are taught in the word, are bound to communicate ta 
him that Teacbeth, and that ia all good things, Gal.6.6. Luk.10.7. 
1 Tim 5-17,18. 1f therefore People be unwilling to doe what ju< 
ice and reaſon cails for, the Magiſtrate is to ſee them doe their du- 
ty in this matter. Wherefore, Magiſtrates, and that in Scriptures 
referring. to the dayes of the New Teſtament, areſaid to be the 
Churches nurſing Fathers. I{a.49 23. For that it cencerns them to 
take care that the Churches be fed with the bread and water of Life. 
The' Magiſtrate is to be a keeper of both Tables, which as a Magi- 
irate he cannot be, if he doe not promove the intereſt of Religion, 
by all thoſe means which are of the Lords appointment. And we 
find in Scripture, that when the Lords Miniſters have been forced to 
negle& the Houſe of God, and goe every one into the field (as too 
much of that hath been amongſt us) becauſe the People did not al- 
low them that maintenance which was neceſſary, the Magiſtrate did 
look upon himſelf as corfcerned toeffett a Reformation. Neh.1 3.10. 
VII. Due cateand faithfulneſs with refpe& unto the eſtabliſh- 
ment and execution of wholſome Laws, would very much promote 
the intereſt of Reformation. If there be no Laws eſtabliſhed in the 
Common-wealth, but whgt ny is Scripture warrant for, and mo 
2 w$ 
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Laws ſo worded, as that they my not become a ſnare unto any that 
are bound to animadyert upon the Violators of them, and that there 
they be impartially executeg;Profaneneſs, Hereſy, Schiſm, Diſorders 
in Familyes, 4 | s would be happily prevented and Re- 
formed.” - InÞPecial it Fneceflary, that thoſe Laws for Reformation 
of provokingevils, enacted and emitted by the General Court in the 


Cay of our ity, ihould beduely conſidered, !eft we become 
guilty of difſemyling and Callying with the Almighty, and thereby 
Sin and Wra augmented upon us : in particular, thoſe Laws 
which reſpe&gſic Regulation of Houſes for publick entertaiament, 


r of ſuch Houſes doe not exceed what is neceſary nor 
A, but perſons of known approved piety and Fidelity, 
abitants be prohibited drinking in ſuch Houſes, and thoſe 
without Licenſe from Authority fell any fort of ſtrong 
. be exemplarily puniſhed, And if withal, inferiour Officers, 
tables and Tithing men, be choſen conſtantly of the ableſt and 


e of their reſpettive Truſts. and duely encouraged in their juſt 
mations againſt any that ſhall tran{grets the Laws fo eſtabliſhed, 
Fc may hope that much of that prophaneneſs which coth threaten 
Fe ruine of the upriling Generation will be prevented, 
* FI. Solenn and explicit Renewal of Covenant is a Scripture: 
Expedient for Reformation. We {eiCome read of any ſolemn Re. 
formation but it vas accompliſhed in this vay, as the Scripture Ccth 
abundantly Ceclare and teſtify. And as the ju? gements which be- 
fel the Lords people of old arc recorded for our Admonition, 1 Cor. 
1C.11. So the Courſe which they did (according to God ! obſerve 
in order to Reformation and averting thoſe Judgements, is recorded 
for our imitation, And this was an Explicit Renoxration of Covenant. 
Ani that the Lord doth call us to this work,theſe conſiierations ſecm 
to evince- 1. If Implicit Renewal of Covenant be an expecient for 
Reformaticn, and to diyert impending vrath an Judgement, then 
much more an Explicit Renewal is fo. Put the firſt of theſe is Incu- 
bitable. In prayer, an1 more e'pecially on Cayes of folemn Humili- 
a:ion before the Lord, there is an Implicit Renewal of Covenant, an1 
yet the very diQatcs of natural Confcience put men upon luch du- 
yes, when they are apprehenſive of a day of wrath, approaching: 
If we m2y not Renew our Covenants with God, for fear leſt men 
ſhould not be truc and faithful in doing what they promiſe, then we 
muſt not gblerve dayes of Faſting and Prayer; whiclt none o_ tay. 
2, "ney 


prudent in the place, Authorized and Sworn to a feithful dif- . = 


(13) 
2: When the Church was overrun with Tdolatry and Superſtition? 
thoſe whom the Lord raiſed up as Reformexg, put them upon foleinn 
Renewal of Covenant. bo Aſa, Jehojadale7 iah, Joſiah. By 
a parity of Reaſon, when Churches are. overgrown with woridlineſs 
(which is ſpiritual Idolatry) and other corruptions, the courſc 
may and ſhould he obſerved in order to Reformation, 
find in Scripture, that when corruptien in manners ( 
Worſhip) hath prevailed in the Church,Renovation of C 
been the expedient, whereby Reformation hath been attc | 
in ſume meaſure attained. The Jews have dreaded the (rff. 
try ever ſince the Babylonian Captivity, Joh.8.41. But in 
Nehemiah's time, too much ſenſuality and Sabbath breaking 
preffion, Strait-handedneſs reſpedting the publick Worſhip of | 
(the very ſame fins that are ſound with us) were common, prevailing 
iniquityes, Therefore did thoſe Reformers put them upon Renew 
ing their Covenant, and ſolemnly to promiſe God, that they would & 
; | erMecavour not to offend by thoſe Evils as formerly,Ezra. 10.3. Nch.s, | 
12,13, and 1c. per totum. and 13.15. 4+ The things whick are 
mentioned in the Scripture as grounds of Renewing Covenant are ap- 
plicable unto us. e. g. The averting of divine wrath is expreſſed as 
a ſufficient Reaſon for attendance unto this Cuty. 2 Chron.29.109. 
Ezra. 10. 14+ Again, being circumſtanced with difticultyes and 
Ciſtrefſes is mentioned as the ground of Explicit Renovation of Cove- 
nant. Neh.9.38. Hence the Lords <Servants,when ſo circumſtanced, 
have bcen wont to make folemn vows (and that is an expreſs Cove- 
nanting) Gen, a8. 20, 21. Judg. 11.30. Numb 21,1,2. Now that 
Clou1s of wrath are hanging over theſe Churches, every one ſceth, 
And that we are circumſtanced with ſome diſtreſſing diſhcultyes is 
ſofh. iently known. This conſideration alene, might be enovghto 
pu: us upon more ſolemn cngagemen:s unto the Lord our God. 
5. Men are hereby brought under a ſtronger obligation, unto better 
obedience. There is an Awe of God upon the Conſfcicnces of men 
when toobliged. Asit is in reſpect of Oaths, they that have any 
Conſcience im them, when uncer ſuch Bond's, are afraid to violate 
them. Some that are but Legaliſts and Hypocrites, yet folemn Co- 
venants With God, have (uch an Awe upon Con(cicnce. as to enforce 
hem unto an outward Reformation, and that Coth Civert temporal 
Judgements. And they that are ſincere, will thereby be engaged 
into a more cloſe and holy walking before the Lord, and fo become 
nore eminently bleſſings unto theSocietyes, and places whereto they | 
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do belong. 6: This is the way to prevent,/and therefore alſoto re: 
ft fathisreſpe&, athough there were no vi- 


eracy afWpft us, yetthis Renovation of Covenant, might 
idgular advantage. There was ns publick Idolatry (nor other 
ferelipn) allowed of in che dayes of Jolta, Judg. 2.7. Joſhh.23. 
didfoſhua periwade the children of Ifraet, to renew their C6- 
btleſs, that ſo he might thereby xzeſtrain them from fu- 
yand Apoſtafy. Joſh.a4.25. Laſtly, The Churches 
e lately anJ folemnly attenJed this Scripture expedient, 
mation, have experienced the preſence of God with them, 
108%; owning them therein, How much more might a bleſſing be 
peed, ſhould there be a general concurrence in this matter? 
{X. In Renewing Covenant, it is nzedful that the fins of the Times 
ſhould be 'engaged againft, and Reformation thereof (in the name 
and by the help of Chriſt) promiſed before the Lord, Ezra 10.3, 
Neh.s5. 12,13. and Chap. 10. A 
X. 'lt feems to be moſt conducive unto Edification and Reforma- 
tion, that in Renewing Covenant, ſuch things as are clear and indif- 
putable be expreſfed, that fo all the Churches may agree in Cove- 
mating to promote the latereſt of holineſs, and cloſe walking with 
+ 
XI. As an expedient for Reformation, it is good that effe&ual 
care ſhould be taken, refpetting Schools of Learning. The intereſt 
of Religion and good Literature have been wont to rife and fall to- 
ether. We read inthe Scripture of Maſters and Scholars, and of 
| XIOER and Colledges. 1 Chron.25.8. Mal. 2.12. AQ. 19.9-and 22. 
3. And the moſt eminent Reformers amongſt the Lords People of 
old, thought ittheir concern to ere and uphold them. Was not 
Samuel (that great Reformer) Preſident ofthe Colledge at Najoth, 
1 Sam-19. 18, tg, and isthought to be one of the firſt Founlers of 
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Colledges. Did not Elijah and Eliſha, reſtore the Schools eretted 
in the Lan1 of Iſrael 2 And [ofiah (another great Reformer) ſhewed 
reſpett to the Colledge at Jeruſalem. 2 King. 22. 14+ Eccleſiaſtical 
Story infor ms, that great care was taken by the Apoſtles, and their 
immediate Succeſſors, for the ſetting of Schools in all places, where 
the Goſpel had been preached, that ſothe intereſt of Religion might 
be preſerved, and the Truth propagated ts ſucceeding Generation 
Ie is mentioned as one of the greateſt mercyes that ever God, be 
Rowed upon his People Ifracl, that he raiſed up of their Sons fc 

Prophets, Amos 2.1 1.whidrhathreſpettts their educ on i ” 
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of Learning. And we have all cauſe to bleſs God that put it in- 
to the hearts of our Fathers to take care concerning this matter. 
For theſe Churches had been in a ſtate moſt deplorable, if the Lord 
had not bleſſed the Colledge, fo as from thence to ſupply moſt of the 
Churches, as at this day. When New-England was poor,«and we 
ere but few in number Comparatively, there was a Spirit to en- 
courageLearning, and the Colledge was full of Students, whom God 
hath made bleflings, nut only in this, but in other Lands., © but it is 
decply to be lamented, that now, when weare become i and 


more able thenat our beginnings, that Society and othigr inferivr 
Schools are in ſuch a lowand languiſhing State. Wherefore as ws 
deſire that Reformation and Religion ſhould flouriſh, it concerns us 
$0 chdeavourythat both the Colledge,and all other Schools of Learn- 
ing in every place, be duely inſpetted and encouraged. 

X11. Inasmuch as a thorough and heart Reformation is neceſſary, 
in order to obtaining peace with God, Jer.z.10. and all outward 
weans will be ineffetual unto that end, except the Lord pour down 
his Spirit from on High, it doth therefore concern us to cry mighti- 
ly unto God, both in ordinary and extraordinary manner, that he 
would be pleaſed to rain down Righteouſneſs upon us, Iſai» 32+ 155 
Hol, 10. 12,Ezck, 39-29. Luk.11,13. Amer: ! 
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